Fall 2010

A place called Hope

Greetings from us all at Tumaini.

What a wonderful summer we had!
We were blessed to officially dedi-
cate Noah’'s Ark
ter on July 10, 2010. We were
joined by lots of friends from both
the U.S.A and Kenya. 11 year old
Noah Coors, together with our
Member of Parliament, Hon. Lewis
Nguyai cut the ribbon to indicate
that now Noah' s
open. We will now be able to res-
cue babies 0-2 years old with the
intention of having these little ones
either fostered or adopted out to
families. We recently rescued our
first Noah's Ark
Esther Miraa, who was abandoned
by her mother in September. She
is adorable- my son Jason loves to
take a nap with her as she lies on
his chest.

We were also blessed to have over
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100 guests staying in our guest
huts. There was a wonderful mix of
people from all over the United
States including medical teams, high

B a school seniors, college students and

lots of families. One thing that
struck me was how the young visi-
tors were impacted by their infer-
action with our children. It was
also funny to see our guests from
the mountains in Colorado shiver

A twith cold — they could not believe

that it could get so cold in Kenya
and many came unprepared!!l We
now know we should have prepared
you better for your visit and we
would appreciate any comments that
help us make the visits better each
year. (Continued on page 3)
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Seeing pictures and hearing the
stories of the orphans are very
touching, but when you get to in-
teract with them in real life, it is
beyond amazing! During the week
long stay we experienced at Tu-
maini, I was shocked. When you
Miinkeaf @n orphanage, you typi-
cally picture a ratty building, all
gray and drab, filled with a
bunch of sad looking kids. In-
stead what you see at Tumaini
is a bright colorful home smiling
with one big family. While with
the kids you are hugged and
held for most of the time.
While at the shamba (the
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farm), you are working in the fields
and eating delicious fresh food.
Overall the trip is one of pure joy
and happiness!

Andre- 12 ,volunteered with his
family in July 2010




Summer Visitors (continued from Page 1)

I honestly don’t even know what oé\‘
our first day in Nairobi, we walke ~
these children rushed up to us and curiously fouched our hair and hands _J 3

(and almost my braces on my teeth)l This was unlike anything I had = “f' E
ever experienced in my life. I felt so loved and so welcomed that I was ©( SSEEEA
kind of numb from all the love. I+ WAS overwhelming, but in a good 88
way. It was as though none of them had been abandoned or hurt. It
was | i ke they trusted me i mmedi at e

a negative past.

™

The kids back at Tumaini (all ages) were the same way. Happy, care-
free, welcoming, loving, and trusting. I thought it was a dream. Could
these kids be this happy? Is it really possible to smile that much? Tu- |
maini is a perfect name for their home-“ a pl ace of hopel
from Amos at age 18 months to Albert at 18 years, were bursting with
hope. Their eyes were full of satisfaction and gratitude. They are one B

big happy family. I wish everyone could be able o have the same life =

changing experience that I did!

Sofia 14- volunteered with her family in July 2010

Last fall at the annual banquet, our
daughters, Emma and Sarah were
deeply touched by the stories
from Jackie, (one of the older chil-

dren at Tumaini). They left the
event saying "WE HAVE TO GO
TO KENYA!" Tt's hard to counter
such enthusiasm and so our visit
this past June was a long awaited
family adventure. It's quite some-
thing to witness your own chil-
dren's transformation as they ab-
sorb and spend time in another
country and culture. The memory
of the looks on their faces as they
engaged and came to know and be-
gin to understand Tumaini will stay
with us forever. There are so
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really does overpower all. Tumaini has
found a way to move forward despite
Africa’s daily struggles, and the
warmth of the children is fouch-
ing! It's hard to put it all into words,
but I learned so many things from
this trip. Am I going to return? FO'
SHIZZLE!"

Sarah (age 15)

many wonderful memories,
but we will leave it to our
daughters to describe their
impressions:

“"When you live in the U.S,,
it's very easy to distance
yourself from the problems
in the rest of the world.
Once you go Yo Tumaini
though, it becomes real, and
you can't distance yourself any-
more. It just puts things in per-
spective. Despite the hard lives
some of the kids have had before
Tumaini, they are still kind, ener-
getic, smart, funny, and overall
just great people.”

So there you have it!

With much gratitude and many bless-
ings,

The Carroll Family (6il, Heather,
Emma, and Sarah) volunteered June
2010

Emma (age 17)

“"Although they say pic-
tures are worth a thousand
words, I don't think they
could ever demonstrate the
kind of love that flows
through Tumaini. Between
the kids, the mothers,
Eunice, and the entire
staff, you can see that love




Euni ceods

(cahtpuél f@nt Pe 1)

As always, I continue to be grate-
ful for our wonderful Board and
staff. Many of you who have come
to Tumaini know Ann, our matron,
who has been with Tumaini since
the beginning. Ann had her first
child, a baby girl, three months
ago, and has only recently come
back to work from her maternity
leave. Our elderly driver, who we
all call Mzee, also recently suf-
fered from kidney failure and is
now on dialysis. He has been a
faithful member of our family and
we ask that you join us in praying
for him.

One last piece of good news — Sara
who, together with Mbaraka, were

old and it makes me so very
grateful to God when I look at
her now and I see how well is
she is doing.

Finally, T just got back from
the States where we had our
annual dessert in Denver and
also visited New Jersey, New
Mexico and Arizona. As al-
ways, I am grateful for new
friends and humbled by our old
and constant ones. We thank
God for you and your generos-
ity towards the Tumaini family
and we do not take it for
granted.

May God bless each one of you!

C - Eunice
Tumaini’ s very fi |0
in 6rade 2 and last semester, she P.S. On a personal note, I
got the best grades in her class. would like to thank all of you
Her teacher descriforyour kindness and support
well behaved E'i‘ntfi during my sister
Her sponsor and I were reminiscing cancer. and her final
about how very frail she was when o T ful
she first came to us at 9 months PAss'Ng. - am grateful.
Thank you!
We would like to say thank you, to all of you who made |
Eunice’s visit this fall a suc|
Thank you to the adults and youth from Christ Community
Convent Church who helped serve at our dessert event.
Thank you to caterer’s Linda Cu

personal caterer, Linda Kirchhofer. They donated their time

for two different events held in Denver while Eunice was

here.

Thank you to those of you who opened your homes for events
not only here in Denver but also in Phoenix, Santa Fe and Al-

buquerque.

Thank you to all of you for your faithfulness to Tumaini and

the children who call it home!
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Noah Coors giving his speech

View from the side of the building
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Tumaini Children singing at the
dedication
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A place called Hope

Volunteers from Christ Community
Convent Church, June 2010

My experience at Tumaini Chil- happy to be able to help pre-
dren’s' Home wa BaredNeah's Ark for the big

will truly never forget! The opening, as well as spend a lot
love for God and for the chil- of time building relationships
dren was so evident at Tu- with the children. I think we

maini, and I know that God is  all walked away with our lives
doing great things through Tu- changed. As for me, I am
maini. Those children really amazed at the work of Christ
showed me what it looks like to in Tumaini. It truly is anin-

be filled with the joy and love credible organization, founded
of our Lord Jesus Christ. by an incredible woman. Before
Every Tumaini child and staff ~the mission trips this summer
member will always be inmy ~ when we were having our
prayers, and I will never for-  "Mission training" I guess you
get those smiles, laughs, and ~ could call it, we talked about
the love I felt from my new  doing justice versus just doing
Tumaini family. May God bless service. As in, service is just
Tumaini. BWANA ASIFIWE!  giving someone water and jus-
tice is finding out why they
need water and building a well
Our group had an incredible  or something. Tumaini is an
experience visiting Tumaini organization through which
this summer. We were so Jesus is bringing justice. They

Sophie Wysocki

don't just merely give kids a roof
over their heads and a couple meals.
These kids receive better love and
care than I would have ever ex-
pected. They are happy and
healthy. The many of them with
HIV are given proper medication so
that you would never know which
ones have it and which don't. Be-
cause of how well they are raised
and the support that Tumaini re-
ceives, several of these kids will
have an opportunity to go to col-
lege, or even just to high school,
that they probably would never
have had without Tumaini. The best
part is, these kids are growing up
understanding that Christ is their
Savior, and being encouraged daily
to follow Him. To that I say, Bwana
Asifiwe, Amen.

Amanda Tated Youth Leader



